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Brought to you by the Scotch Plains - Fanwood PTA District Legislative Team (DLT)

Resource
Center

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District Welbsite
http://www.spfk12.org/

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA Council website:
http://www.spfk12.org/pt
acouncil/

District Policy Book:
http://www.spfk12.org/sp

-f_policies.ntm

Board of Ed. Meeting
Schedule:
http://www.spfk12.org/sp
-f board mtgs.htm

$2329 bill information:
http://www.njleg.state.nj.
us/2004/Bills/S2500/2329 |

1.PDF

MyPyramid:
www.mypyramid.gov

Voter Registration Forms &
Information:
http://www.unioncountynj.o
rg./constit/clerk/election.ht
ml

Contact DLT newsletter
editor at
webmaster_council@spf
k12.org or 908-322-9142

DLT 1: Local Issues

> District supervisors have
updated curriculum for
all subject areas for all
grades.

» Board has passed Co-
curricular Athletics Policy
that allows parents to start
up self-funded teams, like
ice hockey.

DLT 2: State Issues

On September 21st Margaret Ames, a Coles parent and past chairperson of the DLT, spoke
at the Garden State Codlition of Schools press conference on school funding. She and
three other parents from NJ called on legislators to find a new funding formula - a formula
that would not be ignored and leave districts like ours with no increase in state education
funding for three of the last four years. The speakers also called for support of Senate Bill
#2329 that would revise the school district budget cap adjustment for expenses like special
education, insurance and utility costs. It would also raise the surplus limit to 3%.

DLT 3: Federal Issues

USDA unveiled MyPyramid for Kids — a child-friendly food guidance system. Details on

page 2.

DLT Orientation & Coffee

When: Monday, October
17th at 9:15-10:15

Where: School Board Mtg.
Room, Board of
Education Offices,
Evergreen and
Cedar Place

This meeting is designed fo
help you decide if you can
serve on the DLT and also
to orient new reps to our
team. This is the place to
find out how to research,
understand and advocate
education policies and
laws on the local state and
federal level — all over a
morning coffee!

Presented by: Margaret
Ames, immediate past
chairperson of the DLT.

RSVP: By Oct. 12th ot
Ameseast@comcast.n
et

Concerned about class
size? Participate in the DLT

Concerned about property
taxes?
Participate in the DLT

Concerned about how
board of education policies
are made?

Participate in the DLT

Concerned about the
healthfulness of school
lunches?

Participate in the DLT

Concerned enough about

October 2005
Volume 1, Issue 2

» Board recognizes and
expresses concern over
class sizes at elementary
level.

Refer Paae 2 for details.

issues of education law and
child advocacy?

So is the DLT and we are
continuing to help voice the
concerns of our PTA
membership and we
welcome your participation.

However, any interested PTA
member is welcome to join.
We believe there is strength
in numbers and a well-
organized membership can
make a difference.

Be a part of this energetic
tfeam! We meet every 4t
Monday of the month at 9:15
am in the Board offices.
Mark your calendars for
upcoming DLT meetings:

Oct 24, Nov 28, Dec 19, Jan
23, Feb 27, Mar 27, Apr 24 &
May 22.

This newsletter is also available at http://www.spfki2.org/ptacouncil/Membership/Radarscreen.html
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One size doesn't fit
all. MyPyramid Plan can
help you choose the
foods and amounts that
are right for you. For a
quick estimate of what
and how much you need
to eat, enter your age,
sex, and activity level in
the MyPyramid Plan box.

For a detailed
assessment of your food
intake and physical
activity level, click on
MyPyramid Tracker.

Use the advice "Inside
MyPyramid" to help you

e Make smart choices
from every food group,

e Find your balance
between food and
physical activity, and

o Get the most nutrition
out of your calories.

wWww.mypyramid.gov

Curriculum
Update

The aim of the district
supervisors was to ensure
that NJ Core Content
Standards are being met.
The resulting binders are
available in the Office of
Instruction and will be
available at libraries as
soon as possible.
Additionally, a valuable
resource containing Gifted
and Talent lessons have
been made available for
use by teachers in all K-2
grade classrooms.

MyPyramid

On September 28, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) unveiled a child-
friendly version of the
MyPyramid food guidance
system. MyPyramid for Kids
provides age-appropriate
information about the 2005
"“Dietary Guidelines for
Americans” and the
MyPyramid food guidance
system released this past
April. The new MyPyramid
for Kids graphic illustrates
the recommended
proportion of food from
each food group, focuses
on the importance of
making smart food choices
every day, and promotes
daily physical activity.

Self-funded

Athletic Teams

The district will own all
equipment purchased as
well as employ the coach
for the sport using funds
raised by the parents’
organization. For a nominal
increase in insurance costs,
the board will cover these
teams in their policy.

Voter
Registration

If you are a US citizen and
18 years of age, you have
the privilege to cast your
vote at the upcoming
elections. Don't lose this
opportunity. Register to
vote today! A copy of the
NJ Voter Registration
Application is available in
this issue.

Can’t get out to vote for
any reason? Apply for the
Absentee Ballot. Copy of
the same is also available in
this issue.

These forms and more
information are also
available at
http://www.unioncountynj.
org./constit/clerk/election.h

tml.

Don't give up your right!
Register to vote today.

Class Sizes

Dr. Choye mentioned some

options being explored to

handle large class size

reaching 25 as

a)adding an aide in the
classroom

b)for the child coming in as
#25, opfion of attending
an adjacent SPF school

or

c)adding a new section.

However, at some schools
this may mean that special
subjects, like art or music,
may have to be “putona
cart”.

DLT Email Alert

Sign up for the DLT Email
Alert to get your voice
heard about important
child advocacy and
education issues. Send an
email to
webmaster_council@spfk
12.0rg or sign up online at
the SPF PTA Council
website
(www.spfk12.org/ptacoun
cil/

This newsletter is also available at http://www.spfki2.org/ptacouncil/Membership/Radarscreen.html
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Important Instructions for Sections 4, 6, 8, and 10
a This farm will be rejected if this seclion (4) is not completed. Give your home address, nol a business address, |

ﬂ Birth date is requirgd, )
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CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION
N.J.SA. 19:57-1 et seq.

You Must Apply for an Absentee Ballot for Each Election
| hereby apply for an absentee ballot for the (CHECK ONE)

U Primary L] General L1 Municipal ] Special
] Local School ] Regional School [J Voc. Tech. School
(] Other To be held on

SPECIFY DATE

CHECK & COMPLETE
I liveinthe L] City [ Town [J Township L] Borough L1 Village of

STREET ADDRESS
MUNICIPALITY ZIP CODE PHONE
Mail my Ballot to the Following Address:
STREET ADDRESS
MUNICIPALITY STATE ZIP CODE

Check Reason for Ballot
N.J.SA. 19:57-3

| am unable to vote at my regular polling place on election day because;

L] I expect to be absent from the State of New Jersey on election day. DEPARTURE DATE
[] Of illness or temporary physical disability
[J I am permanently and totally disabled, State reason

*[ | am permanently and totally disabled and wish to receive an absentee ballot for all electionsto be held
during the remainder of the calendar year.

[] Observance of areligious holiday on election day
[] Resident attendance at a school, college or university on election day
] Of nature and hours of my employment on election day

Under penalty of Law, | certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true and correct

SIGN YOUR NAME ASIT APPEARSIN THE REGISTRY BOOK

PRINT OR TYPE YOUR NAME

kkhkkkhkkkkkhkkhkhkkkkkkhhhkkkkhkkhkhhkkkkhkkhkhhkkkhkkhkkhkhhkkkhkkhkhhhkkkhkhkhhkkkhkkhkhhhkkkkhkhkhhkhkkhkkhkhkhhkkkkhkkhkhhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk*x
If sick or confined a voter may apply for an absentee ballot by authorized messenger

| designate

(NAME OF MESSENGER)

(SIGNATURE OF VOTER)

Authorized messenger must sign application only in presence of County Clerk or County Clerk designee. (MESSENGER MUST
BE A FAMILY MEMBER OR A REGISTERED VOTER, N.JSA. 19:57-4)

SIGNATURE OF MESSENGER

STREET ADDRESS MUNICIPALITY ZIP CODE

Please Note: A voter may apply for an absentee ballot by mail up to 7 days prior to the election. He or she may also apply in person to the County
Clerk until 3:00 p.m. the day before the election. Applications are to be returned to the County Clerk in the County of your last domicile in New
Jersey. County Clerk listing on next page.

*Permanently and totally disabled voters have the option of indicating on an application for an absentee ballot that they would prefer to receive an
absentee ballot for each election that takes place during the remainder of the calendar year.

NJDOE 1/00
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