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Dear Parents of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Community, 
 
As we prepare for the start of the 2020-2021 school year, I wanted to make you aware of how we 
will proceed with our music programs. Being that the novel coronavirus spreads primarily 
through respiratory droplets, singing and playing instruments in large settings present a unique 
challenge for us in the performing arts. While we will continue to have music as an active part of 
our school community, I want to assure you that we are approaching the year with safety as our 
number one priority. 
  
While we have decided to postpone our fall music and theater events, our curricular music 
classes will continue to be a part of your child’s regular school day. When school is in session 
remotely, our elementary and middle school general music classes will continue to provide 
students with an interactive musical experience that will enhance their overall musical 
knowledge and love of music. These classes will be apart of the students’ regular schedule of 
classes and will include live instruction. Teachers will also focus on instructing students in 
foundational musical skills of rhythmic accuracy, intonation, steady beat, and healthy vocal 
production. 
  
When our larger ensemble classes (band and choir) are virtual, we will continue to focus on 
listening, musicianship skills, composition, social-emotional expression through music, World 
Music, and recorded performance critiques. Teachers will also have students singing and playing 
remotely in these larger ensembles by utilizing various technologies available. Students will 
continue to receive small group instrumental instruction to support the development of playing 
technique and musicianship. Teachers will set up this schedule when the year begins. Our 
4th-Grade instrumental instructors will reach out to you next week to inform you of how you 
may pick up your child’s instrument. If you have any questions concerning your child’s 
instrumental instruction, please contact their teacher directly.  
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When we transition to the hybrid model, when in-person, teachers will focus on rhythmic 
exercises as well as sight reading skills, all of which can be done with little or no vocal 
projection. Full singing and playing will continue online in the virtual setting. These are 
foundational skills that will allow students to become better musicians and performers. We will 
continue to follow CDC guidelines and will begin in-person practice and performances when it is 
safe to do so. 
  
Our afterschool ensembles such as our Middle School and High School Jazz Bands and Select 
Choirs will continue to rehearse as they did last year when we moved to remote learning. More 
information about that process will be released in early September. 
  
Our High School Fall Play and Marching Band season will be moved to the spring so the 
students can have a musical and artistic experience when the risk of spread is projected to be 
lower. We are working with all parties involved to avoid as many conflicts as possible. As soon 
as we have decided on the dates for these events they will be released to the students and the 
community. 
  
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our High School Spring Music Trip which was scheduled 
for April 2021. A trip of that magnitude cannot be properly planned given the fluidity of the 
situation. At this time, we are planning on resuming our trip schedule in the following school 
year.  
  
We need the arts more now than ever. It is through music and theater that we can express the 
deep feelings of our souls and find the strength to carry us through the day. Music and theater are 
a staple of our school community and we will continue to support our young musicians in this 
time of global crisis.  We ask that you encourage your child to continue to make music through 
playing and singing in our schools’ ensembles. Even though it will be virtual, we will do 
everything in our power to ensure that it will be a fulfilling experience. Being in a community of 
singers and musicians is essential right now and we are committed to making sure that it 
continues to be done in a safe and fulfilling way. 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly. In the meantime, stay safe and 
stay healthy. 
  
Yours, 
  
Wayne Mallette 


