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Happy UNUSUAL Spring 

Hello, Alumni!  How is 

everyone doing during this 

unprecedented and uniquely 

historic time? 

2020 is certainly turning out to 

be a very different sort of year: 

the Year of the Virus.  

Lockdowns, quarantines, 

masks as mandatory “fashion 

accessories,” social distancing, 

working from home and 

remote learning are just some 

of the things we’re all getting 

used to in what’s being called 

“the new normal.”  This is 

certainly the year we’ll never 

forget! 

Yet the students of Scotch 

Plains and Fanwood have been 

adjusting with resilience and a 

new sense of style.  Be sure to 

check out the district’s 

website, www.spfk12.org, to 

see what’s going on at all of 

the schools, including SPFHS, 

where a remote “Zoom” 

chorale group can be viewed.   

We are delighted with the 

efforts of our teachers to keep 

as much normalcy going as 

possible and proud of each and 

every one of our students.  We 

applaud their great attitudes 

and adaptability.   A big 

BRAVO to each and every one 

of them! 
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Want to Help Families in Scotch Plains and Fanwood 

Affected by the Corona Crisis? 

The “We Are One” Fundraiser has been created to not only be of 

assistance to those impacted by the situation but to bring the 

Scotch Plains and Fanwood community together.  “We Are One” 

Merchandise, and a chance to donate, can be found here: 

 

https://www.eefofspf.org/spf-we-are-one 

 

STILL NEEDED: A PERMANENT EDITOR FOR  

THE ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 

A permanent editor for the SPFHS Alumni Newsletter still needs to be found.  If you have a little 

time to spare on behalf of our fabulous school, and if you are interested, please contact Marie 

Leppert, generallep@comcast.net and Michael Loberfeld, spfhsalumni@aol.com. 

Graduation? 

This just in: NJ 

Governor Murphy has 

announced that 

graduations may be able 

to resume in July!  

Let’s hope the Class of 

2020 gets to have the 

ceremony and 

celebration they’ve 

earned.  (Perhaps a 

belated Prom, too?) 
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SPECIAL NOTE: There hasn’t been a newsletter in quite some time so there’s a lot of news to catch up on!  

No doubt some stories and events have been missed.  They can always appear in another issue. Here’s a 

sampling of some of the SPFHS events, and Alumni events, that have been happening in the past year or two.  

The Latest of the Greatest: 2019 Scotch Plains Fanwood High School  

Hall of Fame Inductees 

At a ceremony in January 2019, four new SPFHS alumni were inducted into the 

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School Hall of Fame.  The fabulous four are: 

Joe Scarpati – Class of 1960 

Joe is a professional football player. 

Amy Nutt – Class of 1973 

Amy is a feature writer for the Washington Post.  When she was with the Star Ledger, 

she won a Pulitzer Prize for one of her special features! 

David Blitzer – Class of 1987 

David is a partial owner of the New Jersey Devils, Philadelphia 76ers, Crystal Palace 

FC and the Scranton Wilkes-Barre Rail Riders.  He’s also the Senior Executive of the 

Blackstone Group. 

Jamie Novak – Class of 1990 

Jamie is a “Clutter Specialist” who lectures and writes books about how to manage 

your clutter.  She has appeared on radio and television programs.   

Congratulations to all  of them! 



 

 

Sylvia R. Hicks Receives Soujourner Truth Award 

Sylvia R. Hicks of the Class of 1972 received a Sojourner Truth Award from the Union County 

Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. on 

April 27, 2019.  The award is the organization’s highest national award.  Sylvia received it for 

her meritorious service to the community.  Way to go, Sylvia! 

2018-2019 Union County PTA “Reflections” Winners  

from SPFHS 

Eighteen students were honored on March 28, 2019 by the Union County PTA for having 

their creative works selected for the 2018-2019 PTA Reflections Program by creating 

works of art.  Among them were four SPFHS Students: 

 

Ryan Eng, SPFHS Sophomore, won for his literary entry “My Heroes.” 

Erica Schug, SPFHS Sophmore, won, for the third year, for her literary entry “Living 

Proof.” 

Catherine Buren, SPFHS Junior, won for her entry, “Forgotten Memories.” 

 

Congratulations to all of our wonderful students! 

 



 

 

SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR THE CLASS OF 1971 

Dear Class of 1971, Scotch Plains Fanwood High School: 

     Fifty years since graduation, almost.  Half a century.  Two and a half score of years.  Or was it yesterday?  I refuse 

to multiply the number of days since then.  Probably about as many days as gray hairs on my head and in my 

moustache.  Dear classmates, friends, fellow travelers, as we tilt toward our 50th anniversary, I would like you to help 

contribute to a special project by way of celebrating our class and remember those who no longer are around to help us 

celebrate it.   

     Two years ago, the amateur journalist in me took an inspiration from author Studs Terkel, and I toured the country 

interviewing my college classmates as we celebrated turning 64 years old and living the lyrics of the Beatle’s 

song.  The interviews I gathered were submitted to the alumni office of my college as well as posted on Soundcloud via 

my personal website.  

     I would like to partner with the class of 1971 and do the same by recording the interviews and, if I can figure out how 

to get the interviews transcribed into print, gifting the High school a book of these interviews.  Words do linger beyond 

ourselves.  It might also be entertaining to take a photograph of each interviewed classmate and contrast it with our 

yearbook photo.  It would make an interesting chapter heading.  My Culmen sits on my bookshelf still.  I still have the 

supplement as well as Last Will and Testament of the Class of 1971.  Sadly, for too many of our friends, theirs came 

sooner than it should have.   

     My intent is to begin the series come summertime and travel the country to visit those who are willing to 

participate.  I’ve crossed the country three times before on my interview and writing gigs in my little Miata.  I think I have 

one more left in me.  

     I’m not into nostalgia.  I am interested in a retrospective earned by the years.  Where are you all now?  ?  Did we 

learn anything?  Do we want to share anything?  What were your expectations then and what happened?  What special 

memories do you cherish?  Are there wounds you remember and believe could be shared.  How has your life 

been?  How similar or different is the person of 2021 from the person of 1971?  What are you grateful for?  Do you 

have hopes? 

     Persons interest in participating are invited to contact either my email, through my personal website (which will 

authenticate I am who I am).  Letters can be posted to my home address:  The Reverend Robert John Andrews, 207 

Maple Street, Danville, Pennsylvania 17821.   

 

Thank you.   

Bob Andrews – rjandrews@ptd.net www.robertjohnandrews.com 
 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SPF TEACHERS NAMED 2019 NEW JERSEY EXEMPLARY EDUCATORS 

Sharon Atta, 8th grade Social Studies Teacher at Terrill Middle School 

Ronald Litz, 7th Grade Social Studies Teacher at Park Middle School 

Daniel Valentine, 11th Grade Social Studies Teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School 

CONGRATULATIONS TO COACH LEN ZANOWICZ 

Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Wrestling Coach Len Zanowicz, who coached 

the team from 1974 to 1994 with a 201-77-4 record, was honored at the Wrestling Alumni 

Night on January 31, 2020.   The Annual Senior Male and Female Athlete of the Year 

Awards will now be known as the Len Zanowicz Awards! 

The Good News Continues 

RAIDER TRACK GIRLS WIN SECTION 2, GROUP 3 CROWN TITLE 

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girls Indoor Track Team captured first in six vents and won the 

North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 Crown title at Toms River on February 14, 2020.  Brava, Lady 

Raiders! 

BOARD OF EDUCATION RECOGNIZES THE SPFHS BOYS JV SOCCER TEAM 

The team, led by Coach Matthew Giannacio, finished the 2019 Season with a record of 11-6-

4, earning the first seed in the Union County Interscholastic Athletics Conference 

Tournament.  The board honored the team during their December 19, 2019 meeting.  Well 

done, JV Soccer Team! 



 

 

SPFHS Beloved History Teacher David Multer was the  

Latest Inductee into the SPFHS Alumni Hall of Fame 

December 2019 saw a new and very deserving alumnus of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School make it into the Alumni Hall of Fame: SPFHS 

History teacher and all-around great guy, David Multer.  He received the 

honor posthumously. 

Dave was a member of the Class of 1970 who returned, after earning his 

teaching degree, to spend his entire career at good old Spiffy High.  Mr. 

Multer’s presence was a positive addition to the faculty.  He was a kind man 

who made the school a better place.   

 

 

Who Should Be Inducted into the Alumni Hall of Fame Next? 

We are pleased to report that nominations for the SPFHS Alumni Hall of Fame are being 

accepted, and are very strongly encouraged!  If you know of a graduate who’s made their mark, 

either locally or in the wider world, act now and submit a nomination!  The form can be printed 

out at the Alumni Association’s website: https://www.spfk12.org/alumni 

 



 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION HONORS THE GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER TEAM 

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 2019-2020 Girls’ Soccer Team had a history making season and 

ranked third in the final NJ.com Poll, not to mention 38th in the National Polls, with a record of 

18-3-2. and fabulous wins during the season.  The Board also recognized this team and their 

accomplishments at a board meeting.   

SPFHS STUDENTS DANCED DURING NEW YORK FASHION WEEK 

How’s this for fabulous?  SPFHS students Aliyah Daniel (12th grade), Abigail Earp  and Valdon 

Daniel (11th grade), and Amanda Daniel (9th grade) performed three dances at “Positive Vibez on 

the Runway” on February 8th at the Skyline Hotel in New York City.  They study with Maria 

Daniel of iDance Ministry and spent months preparing for this event.  Well done! 

 



 

 

SPFHS Takes First Place at Odyssey of the Mind Competition 

Four students from SPFHS participated in the 2019 Gateway Regional Tournament of the New 

Jersey Odyssey of the Mind  held on Saturday, March 9, 2019 at John Adams Middle School, 

Edison. 

The students were asked to create a mechanical creature that could “Hide in Plain Sight.”  The 

creature was required to change its appearance not once, not twice, but three times, and to 

avoid being detected by a “searcher character” trying to find it.  What an intriguing assignment!  

SPFHS students Gabby Khan, Zander Webb, Alanah Scott and Grace Ahlin rose to the task and 

won first place!  Congratulations Gabby, Zander, Alanah and Grace! 

 

 



 

 

Sylvia R. Hicks Receives Soujourner Truth Award 

 

Sylvia R. Hicks of the Class of 1972 received a Sojourner Truth Award from the Union 

County Club of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s 

Clubs, Inc. on April 27.  The award is the organization’s highest national award.  Sylvia 

SPFHS Wins Awards at the Festival of Music in Boston 

The terrific SPFHS Music Department has a lot to be proud of with regard to the number of awards 
our students won at the Festival of Music in Boston.   

First Place Awards went to: 

Men’s Choir 

Chamber Choir 

Women’s Choiro Las Cantadoras 

Concert Choir 

Winter Guard 

Rhythmsense 

SPF Jazz 

Moonglowers 

Concert Band 

Wind Ensemble 

 

A Second Place Award went to: 

Select Choir 

 

Special Awards Given by the Judges were given to: 

Stephen Oduro and Allan Romero – Overall Jazz Soloists 

Sarah Gorman – Overall Student Accompanist 

Megan Sheehy – Overall Soloist 

SPF Concert Choir – Overall Concert Choir 

The Moonglowers – Overall Jazz Band 

Great job, students! 

 



 

 

They Will Be Missed 

 

Lucille N. Phillips 

Class of 1942 

Passed away on April 17, 2018 

 

Francis H. Quinn 

SPFHS English and Latin Teacher 

Passed away on May 26, 2018 

 

David Multer 

SPFHS History Teacher 

Passed away July 30, 2018 

 



 

 

 

 

BUY A BRICK FOR THE SPFHS WALK OF FAME 

There’s still time for any and all graduates, past and present, to purchase a brick for the SPFHS Walk 

of Fame.   The brick can be personalized with a brief message of your choosing and the cost is $50.00.  

Sponsored by the Alumni Association, the cost will be donated to the Alumni Association Scholarship 

Fund.   

For more information, please go to: 

https://www.spfk12.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2742 

 

Got Any News That We’ve Missed? 

There’s probably plenty!  Things have not exactly been ordinary these days so we’re sure 

to have missed a lot of “alumni happenings.”  By all means send your news to 

spfhsalumni@aol.com for inclusion in our next issue. 


